278             THREE YEARS IN MANIPUR

Nothing could ever equal the pleasure which
I derived from that, my first tub for ten days.
I felt as though I should like to remain in it
for hours ; and even though I had to array
myself again afterwards in my travel-stained
and ragged garmentsuntil I reached Lahkipur,
the sensation of feeling clean once more was
truly delightful.

I was covered with leech-bites, and found
one or two of those creatures on me when I
took off my clothes. They had been there
three or four days, for we had fallen in with
a swarm of them at one of the places where
we had camped for the night during the
march. It was near a river and very damp,
and the leeches came out in crowds and
attacked everybody. But the men were able
to get rid of them better than I was, and I
had to endure their attentions as best I
might until we got to the Jhiri, and I could
indulge in the luxury of taking off my
clothes.

I slept on a bed that night, and was very